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while buried in the water and involved in pitchy
darkness. In about an hour we succeeded in
easing away the lee anchor with all its cable
attached, and started the spare one overboard on
the same side, with all its cable also, reserving
only the weather-anchor as a last hope. Eased
of all this burthen the vessel began to float more
buoyantly upon the water, and rise to meet the
waves in which she-had before lain buried.
Our labours did not cease here. We repaired
to the after-cabin, and still assisted only by the
two seamen and the admirable little Turkish
boy, proceeded to ease it of the weight which
pressed on the after-part of the ship. Under
other circumstances, it would have seemed an
act of cruelty, but here it was one of necessity,
to drag out by main force the poor, sick, and
helpless wretches who had taken shelter in the
cabin, as despair had deprived them both of
motion and of speech. While they lay on the
deck, my poor old servant among the number,
we were obliged to" pass some ends of the
running rigging round them, to prevent their
rolling overboard; and, as it was, they were in
great risk of being drowned in the water of the
scuppers on each side.
When they were secured, we took from the
cabin about fifty baskets of rice, twenty or
thirty smaller ones of dates, some other more